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Every 10 years, following the census, we redraw our legislative
district maps. For too long, elected officials drew these maps
to protect their own self-interests, effectively silencing voters.
In 2018, voters decided that redistricting should be a
citizen-led effort and that our maps should be drawn to reflect
our diverse communities. Now, for the first time ever, an
independent citizens redistricting commission is drawing our new maps. The Michigan Independent
Citizens Redistricting Commission (MICRC) must adhere to specific criteria, laid out in our Constitution,
when drawing the maps to ensure their fairness. One of the criteria that the MICRC must consider is
partisan fairness.
The MICRC evaluates the partisan fairness of their maps based on a sample of recent statewide
elections. This approach is a useful starting place, but it automatically assumes that future election
results will look like the average of statewide elections from the past decade.
Promote the Vote (PTV) uses two additional approaches to predict the results of future elections for its
partisan fairness analysis. First, PTV uses a website called PlanScore that predicts future elections based
on a nationwide model of 2012-20 congressional and state legislative results. It then calculates a wide
variety of partisan fairness metrics. PlanScore assumes that future election results will look more like the
average results over the past decade. Second, PTV uses a custom Michigan-specific precinct model
using the actual congressional election results in 2020 and considers uncertainty and incorporates
information from multiple statewide elections into its predictions. This approach assumes future
elections in Michigan are more likely to look like 2020.
Overall, both scoring systems have strengths and limitations, so it's best to look at both approaches
when evaluating a map. As you will see, both approaches show that PTV’s Fair and Equitable Maps
achieve a nearly neutral score of zero between Democrats and Republicans across a variety of metrics.
PTV maps eliminate chances for one political party to have a lasting, unfair advantage, and make
elected officials more accountable to the voters of Michigan.
PTV’s Fair and Equitable maps meet the requirements of the federal Voting Rights Act (VRA). PTV’s and
the MICRC’s U.S. Congressional maps both create two districts in which Black voters are sufficient in
number to elect a candidate of their choice. However, the MICRC maps fall short compared to the PTV
maps in creating VRA compliant state house and state senate districts. PTV’s maps create seven VRA
compliant state senate districts and twenty VRA compliant state house districts.
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The MICRC and PTV maps give painstaking consideration to communities of interest, but PTV’s proposed
maps do a better job of leveling the playing field. They followed the Constitutional requirements and didn’t give
unfair advantage to any politician or political party.
The MICRC has produced 17 maps for consideration, and while all 17 proposed MICRC maps are fairer and more
compact than our current maps, all 17 plans still give a disproportionate advantage to one political party.

Promote The Vote’s Fair and Equitable maps consistently score better across measures of partisan

fairness than the MICRC maps.

PTV’s maps do a better job avoiding “packing” or “cracking” either Democratic or Republican voters into
districts.
PTV’s maps consider county and city boundaries while also demonstrating better measures of compactness
when compared to the MICRC maps.

See larger chart

Not one of the 17 MICRC proposed maps does a better job of meeting all the criteria required in
Michigan’s Constitution than the plans submitted by Promote the Vote’s 2021 Redistricting Project.
Promote the Vote’s unity-mapping approach should be looked to as a model and resource for the commissioners
as they process public feedback and make crucial changes to their maps.

